About the Multnomah County Records Facilities
The Multnomah County Records Program moved to the Yeon Shops in February, 2004. The move was necessitated by both the sale of the old facility by the county and the combination of limited space for growth and lack of environmental controls for the existing space. 

The previous facility, the Ford Building, had originally been built as a Ford manufacturing plant in 1914. The county purchased it in 1974 and the Records Management Program moved in 1975. In 1976, the records management program, which had primarily been a microfilming operation, professionalized its staff and sought to effectively manage the county’s records. It instituted retention schedules and built shelving capacity for 12,000 cubic feet of records. Even with expansions in 1993, 1996, and 2000, the records center remained at or near capacity.
Additionally, the facility did not have environmental controls for any of its holdings until 2001, when the State Court records room was annexed, giving the records center about 6,000 cubic feet of storage under sporadic environmental control. Dust and significant temperature and humidity fluctuations were less than ideal conditions for archival records and microfilm stored in the main records center.  
In 2002, a county planning group began exploring options for moving the records program to another facility. In mid 2003, after much discussion and investigation, this group proposed the move to the Yeon Complex. There were several reasons for this choice, but the primary two were the fact that it had enough space to allow construction of a 35,000 cubic foot capacity records center and that it is owned by the county, resulting in lower long term costs.
Planning for the move officially began in June, 2003. In addition to the actual transfer of records, shelving, furnishings, and staff, the move planners also had to design the new space. They decided to create two storage spaces and an office area. The records center was created from a portion of the transportation shops and is about 23,000 square feet in size with a capacity of over 35,000 cubic feet of records. 
It is laid out in a large rectangle with 25 rows containing between four and seven tiers. These rows are bisected by two sixteen foot aisles, allowing pallet and forklift access. There is space along the south wall to hold roughly 25 pallets of records in holding for destruction. The room has an HVAC system, but it is primarily designed to circulate, not condition the air. Even so, the room maintains a fairly steady temperature.

A 3,000 cubic foot capacity archives was created out of existing office space. It holds archives, microfilm, and a small amount of digital media. Building environmental controls maintain a fairly stable temperature; a dehumidifier has been added to help stabilize the humidity range. The Records Program is currently assembling a grant application for a dedicated temperature and humidity control system which will allow for better and more precise environmental control. The archives also has a small processing room and a microfilm inspection station. Both the records center and the archives are card-locked due to HIPAA and county security requirements.
The office space includes four cubicles for program staff and a small reference area for county and public reference use. The office and the storage areas are on different floors of the building but this has not been a significant barrier to program efficiency.
About the John B. Yeon Complex
The John B Yeon Complex consists of the John B Yeon Facility, built in 1981, and the Yeon Annex, built in 1998. It is located on property that served as a sand and gravel mine and then later a sanitary landfill. 
John B Yeon Facility (Yeon Shops)
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The Yeon Shops was built to accommodate the relocation of the county Operations and Maintenance Division from five regional shops and repair facilties at Rocky Butte. The impetus was the construction of I-205, which required the demolition of the Rocky Butte facilities. The building was designed by Zimmer Gunsel Frasca and incorporated innovative design features, including solar panels which provided nearly 45% of the building’s energy requirements, a below grade profile which reduced interference with the surrounding neighborhood, and earth berm and stone landscaping. The building was awarded the 1983 Oregon Mined Land Reclamationist award and the 1983 Prestressed Concrete Institute award. 
The Yeon Shops currently houses the Transportation Division’s Road Maintenance and Engineering and Operations Sections, Fleet Operations, Electronics, County Records Management, and administrative offices. The County Records Center and Archives was moved to the Yeon Complex in 2004

 Yeon Annex

The Yeon Annex was built in 1998 on the north side of the complex. It houses the Land Use, Planning, Right of Way, and Survey programs as well as administrative offices and conference rooms. 
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Complex Artwork
The Artwork between the buildings was installed in 1999. The various elements of this site specific installation (stainless steel gabions and bronze survey markers) refer to measurement and land use planning, functions performed by the surveyors and planning engineers at the Yeon Building.  The piece calls attention to the land, how it's measured and how these units of measurement have changed over time.  

