
No -oneôs going to give you extra credit for reading these books  

(probably)  

Fun Nonfiction for Teens  
The epitome of ñsummer reading nonfictionò is Toilets of the World . Everything in is actual - factual . Itôs 

informative. Itôs funny (and a bit gross) And yes, you can still booktalk it in most public schools. This 

list compiles my tried -and - true successes with some new titles I plan to share with teens this summer 

via booktalks or our book discussion group.  

J = titles that may be a juvenile for older teens, but middle school kids have enjoyed;  

T = titles more likely to be appreciated by high school teens  
Donôt see a label? Everyone capable of reading at a 5th  grade level will probably get a kick out of this 

one. At the end, find my references: the places I mine for ideas for fun books  
 

THRILLING LIFE EXPER IENCES  

T The Daily Coyote : A Story of Love Survival and Trust in the Wilds of Wyoming   
Shreve Stockton  (636.97725)  

Simon & Schuster, 2008: 978 -1416592181  
A free spirit leaves the big city life of San Fran & New York on a whim to go live in a miniscule town in the 
wild west; a life she embraces knowing she cannot leave it for decades after she adopts a coyote pup. Based 
on the popular blog: www.dailycoyote.net . 
 

 Guts: The True Stories Behind Hatchet and the Brian Books   
Gary Paulsen  (B) 

Laurel Leaf, 2002:  978 -0440407126  
These are the gripping true stories of Paulsenõs own wilderness adventures. I booktalk this by asking kids 
to guess the deadliest animal (by human body count) in North America; then tell the story of the four -year -
old killed by a young buck (pp53 -56) ; it makes a dramatic read -aloud.  
 

T I am Jackie Chan: My Life in Action   
Jackie Chan; with Jeff Yang . (B)  

Pan Book, 1999: 978 -0330375900  
Once you explain that Jackie was sold  to a Hong Kong theater troupe at age 6 for being an insufferable 
brat, never learned to read (they didnõt think heõd need it) and beat him when he didnõt do his òhomeworkó  
and didnõt get out  until he was 18, this oldie is sold. Or you could read the 3 -page appendix: Body parts 

heõs broken on set. 
 

 Japan Ai: A Tall Girlõs Adventures in Japan  
Aimee Major Steinberger  (B) 

Go! Comi, 2007: 9781933617831  
The adventures of an 6õ tall gaijin  galõs (anim® fan, cosplayer, doll geek and all around sinophile) with her 
two best buds on their first trip to Japan. Told in a cheerful graphic novel format.  
 

T The Long Road Home: A Story of War and Family  
Martha Radda tz (956.70443)  

George Putnamõs Sons, 2007: 9780399153822  
A intense story of the time when Reconstruction in Iraq was nearly derailed by civil war; brought to life by 
personal stories of the ambush of 1 st  Cavalry as they attempt to help the Iraqi militia and citizens rebuild 
basic services (in their case sewage handling!) in Sadr City.  
 

T Maiden Voyage  
Tania Aebi and Bernadette Brennan  (B or 910.41)  

Ballantine, 1996: 978 -0345410122  
What are your plans when you graduate? Taniaõs were to spend three years making a solo sailboat trip 
around the world by herself.   

1 Your Mileage May Vary. Offer Not Available in all States. Mind the Gap  

2 A least half of which (probably more) are due to the inspired suggestions of KCLS Librarian Sarah Hunt. Sheôs amazingly good at finding these 

things! Also thanks are due to the teen services librarians who participated in creating the booklist ñHigh Interest Nonfictionò on our staff wiki: 

Thanks for jump -starting my memory and suggesting great titles to try.  

3 See 1.  

http://www.dailycoyote.net
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T Once a Marine: an Iraq War Tank Commander's Inspirational Memoir   

Nick Popaditch ; with Mike Steere  (B POP or 956.704437)  

Savas Beatie, 2008: 9781932714470  
The story of an ordinary teenager from Anywhere, U.S.A. who joins the marines, works his way up to tank 
commander, takes part in the liberation of Bagdad, and has his chosen work ñbut not his life ñdestroyed by 
a mortar round to the head. Inspiring, funny and sometimes a bit off -colorñbut in a good way.  
 

J Within Reach:  My Everest Story   
Mark Ffetzer; with Jack Galvin  (796.522092)  

Puffin, 2000: 978 -0141304977  
The most dangerous summer -and -spring breaks ever: Mark began scaling mountains ñand setting         
recordsñwhen he was still in middle school. His goal to scale Mt. Everest ñhis first try nearly killed him; 
some of his expedition did die.  
 

T Alek: My Life from Sudanese Refugee to International Supermodel  
Alek Wek  (B) 

Amistad, 2007: 978 -0061243318  
The true story of a child and her family who are caught up in bloodthirsty civil war, eventually flee to safety 
in England, only to be discovered by a fashion agency at a London street fair.  

 

 

T The Deep: Extraordinary Creatures of the Abyss  
Claire Nouvian  (591.77 )  

Chicago Press, 2007 (978 -0-226 -59566 -5) 
Beautiful oversize full -color illos of creatures, some cute, some horrific, all very strange, that look com-

pletely unreal (but arenõt) The sheer strangeness will lure many teens to the modestly readable text and the 
teeny -tiny print explaining what they are; but this book can be enjoyed by readers and non -readers alike.  
 

T The Demon in the Freezer  
Richard Preston  (616.91205)  

Fawcett, 2003: 978 -0345466631  
The author of The Hot Zone  (still a classic: if you want to booktalk this simply read aloud the description of 
patient zeroébut not before lunch. Makes a great read-aloud, too) brings you the scary, true story of     
Variola major  aka smallpox and bio -warfare. Share photos of smallpox victims and your thriller/true -crime 
readers will be hookedé 
 

J Encyclopedia Horrifica  
Joshua Gee  (001.9)  

Scholastic, 2007: 978 -0-4399 -2-2555  
History, myth and movie -magic vampires, ESP, and more: all with glorious, gory pictures and sly snarky 
commentary.  
 

J The Encyclopedia of Preserved People  
Natalie Jane Prior  (393.3)  

Crown, 2003: 978 -0375922879  
Gruesome pictures and easy text reveal the òpickled, frozen, and mummified corpses from around the 
world,ó and the interesting and sometimes equally gruesome ways they got that way. 
 

 Hello, Please! Very Helpful Super Kawii Characters From Japan  
Matt Alt and Hiroko Yoda  (741.60952)  

Chronicle Books, 2007: 9780811856744  
Everything that can possibly have a cute mascot does: thereõs even a political bribery and corruption    
character (heõs against it).  
 

T I Could Tell You But Then Youõd Have to Be Destroyed By Me 
Trevor Paglin  (355.1342)  

Melville Publishing House, 2007: 9781933633329  
Nifty little book with an eclectic mix of òemblems from the Pentagonõs black world has vivid full color illos 

and pithy and intriguing descriptions: an unusual window into a very secret world.  
 

T Japanese Schoolgirl Inferno : Tokyo Teen Fashion Subculture Handbook  
Patrick Macias and Izumi Evers  (305.235209)  

Chronicle Books, 2007: 9780811856904  
Read this yourself before booktalking: itõs fast and easy, and the almost documentary style, reporting the 

FREAKISHLY TRUE STUF F 
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reality of the bizarre world of schoolgirl cult fashion, offsets the two seriously crude (but true!) bits. Chock 
full of illustrations (a bit cheesy) and photos, this is the best (and only) one -stop shopping book for manga 
and animé style. Amusing sidebars and fun facts will have this one passed around and exclaimed over by 
otaku  and curious bystanders alike.  
 

T Man Eating Bugs: The Art and Science of Eating Insects  
Peter Menzel and Faith D'Aluisio  (394.1)  

Ten Speed Press, 1998: 978 -1580080224  
Everything you ever needed to know to cook and enjoy your own insect meal from appetizers to desserts. 
Truly international recipes and full -color illustrations (donõt read this before lunch if youõre squeamish) 
Younger teens with mad reading skillz will enjoy this one, too.  
 

T Skulls  
Noah Scalin (745.5)  

Lark Books, 2008: 9781600593758  
A young artist offers to make and post a skull every day on his blog ( www.SkullADay.com ) and pulls it off. 
This is his book of skull art from tree stumps, Chinese take -out, lace, stained glass ñyou name it. Included 
in the back are several very clever skull projects for readers to try.  
 

T Take Me To Your Leader: Weird Facts, Bizarre Stories & Lifeõs Oddities  
Ian Harrison  (031)  

Dorling Kindersley, 2007: 9780756632021  
With DK you know youõll get lavish illosñincluding the disgusting reality of the worldõs largest Scotch Egg. 
òA random cornucopia of the ironic and interestingéevery page reveals a host of fascinating facts and    
curious asides that will amuse and bemuse in equal measure.ó Index and glossary (òpoop deckó) included. 
 

 Toilets of the World: Swirling, Swirling, Around and Around and Down  
Morna E. Gregory and Sian James  (696.182)  

Merrell, 2006: 978 -1858943374  
Toilets are a window to human culture: every continent, nearly every country, typical, unusual, strange and 
downright creepy (Japan) with full color pictures and lively, readable descriptions of their salient features.  
 

J Top 10 of Everything  
Russell Ash  (031.02)  

Hamlyn, 2008: 978 -0600617396  
Do you know which country consumes the most sugar per capita? If you guessed USA youõd be wrong: itõs 
the UAE! Surprising and intriguing, the biggest, the most, the least: this book has it all in an attractive, 
readable, heavily -illustrated format.  
 

J What the World Eats  
Peter Menzel and Faith D'Aluisio  (641.300222)  

Tricycle Press, 2008:  9781582462462  
What does one weekõs groceries look like for your family? How about families in France, Brazil or Kenya? 
Find out in this fascinating, short, and very readable photo -essay.  

 

 

Donôt overlook the ñnonfictionò shelved in 741.5973; the ñfunny booksò like Foxtrot  by Bill Amend, The 

Far Side  by Gary Larsen, or Calvin and Hobbes by Bill Watterson. To freshen up those tired old ñdead 

treeò funnies, look to popular webcomics; many have bound editions you can order from Diamond      

Distributers 4 or your local game/comic book store 5 I include a couple of the top 10 webcomics with teen -

appeal below.  Do preview before you buy/reccy: webcomic creators rejoice in the knowledge that they 

are 100% free of newspaper editor censorship!  
 

 The Acme Catalog: Quality is Our No. 1 Dream  
Charles Carney  (818.602 )  

Chronicle Books, 2006: 978 -0811851152  
Buy from the catalog Wile E. Coyote uses: whether itõs iron birdseed, portable holes, or a just a high quality 
anvil, Acme can meet all your needs! (Warning: liability is limited to the competence of the user)  
 

 Big Bento Box of Unuseless Japanese Inventions : the Art of Chindogu  
Kenji Kawakami  (608.752)  

WW Norton, 2005: 9780393326765  
From training wheels for your high heels to òDaddy Nursersó these inventions really exist, solve real     
problems and are, of course, hilariously useless.  

LARFS A MINUTE  

4 Diamond Distributers: http://www.diamondcomics.com/public/  
5 The Yellow Pages, of course.  

http://www.SkullADay.com
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 CosmoGirl Quiz Book: Discover Your Style   
Editors of CosmoGirl  

Hearst Books, 2007: 978 -1588166371  
Despite the half -hearted òKnow Thyself, Grrrrl,ó gloss, this is pure brain-candy. But good fun, though.  
 

 Gastroanomalies: Questionable Culinary Creations from the Golden Age of Am. Cookery  
James Lileks  (641.50207 )  

Crown, 2007: 978 -0-307 -38307 -5 
òIt was a time of innocence, nuclear families, traditional values and BAD FOOD.ó Hideous magazine repro-
ductions from a (one can only hope) forgotten culinary era + snarky commentary galore.  No one will believe 
that people really ate this stuffé 
 

 I Can Has Cheezburger: A LOLcat Collekshun  
Professor Happycat aka  Nakagawa, Eric (818.5402)  
Gotham, 2008: 978 -1592404094   
òFull of awsum and kittehs;ó ònot edible (sorry)ó òportable does of Lulzó ð if this doesnõt mean anything to 
you, you need an introduction to the popular www.icanhascheezburger.com  phenomenon. Amusing photo-
graphs of animals + snappy captions = fun for everyone (try your own make -a-LOLcat program) Old hands 
at LOLcat creation may find it a bit of a letdown as many of the best LOLs were locked out of this edition by 

copyright restrictions.  
 

 Kittenwar: May the Cutest Kitten Win   
Fraser Lewry and Tom Ryan  (636.807)  

Chronicle Books, 2007: 9780811859806  
Choose-Your -Own -Adventure with impossibly adorable kittens in. Includes amusing commentary about 
what makes kittens òwinó or òloseó at cuteness, plus amazing and/or heartwarming anecdotes about real 
kittens. Did I mention the full page color shots of cuteness? Bonus: Cynics will find MST3K 6 -ification dead 
easy. 
 

J Knucklehead: Tall Tales & Mostly True Stories of Growing up Scieszka   
Jon Scieszka  (B) 

Viking Juvenile, 2008: 978 -0670011384  
Laugh -out -loud funny quasi -biography adequately explains the source of Scieszkaõs wacky humor. Expect 
to hear òRectum? I nearly killed him !ó at every turn after booktalking it. Thatõs my favorite anecdote, but you 
can shut your eyes, open the book at random and still get a winner to share.  
 

 The Order of the Stick: Dungeon Crawlinõ Fools  
Rich Burlew  (741.5973)  

Giant in the Playground, 2005: 9780976658009  
A spoof on D&D gamers in which the gameõs rules make up the actual rules of the universe. Running gags, 
iconic characters and a unique drawing style make this one stand out. The early series (book 1) was largely 
stand -alone strips: pick one that tickles your funny bone and share!  
 

T Stuff White People Like: A Definitive Guide to the Unique Tastes of Millions  
Lander, Christian  (817)  

Random House, 2008: 978 -0812979916  
How to win friends and influence people (if theyõre white) this snarky blog-based ( http://
stuffwhitepeoplelike.com ) book proves that pretentious yuppies are always good target value. There are no 

sacred cows in this snarky �'�H�Y�L�O�·�V���'�L�F�W�L�R�Q�D�U�\��for the 21 st  century.  
 

T Whoõs Your T.V. Alter Ego? 
Noah Lusky (791.45)  

Simon Spotlight Entertainment, 2007: 978 -1416938132  
òThe ultimate television character personality testó is great for parties, games and kicking off that TAB 
meeting.  

 
 

 

J 101 Things You Wished You Inventedéand Some You Wish No One Had 
Richard Horne & Tracy Turner  (609)  

Walker & Company, 2008: 978 -0-8027 -9788 -9 
The amazing true mini -stories  about all the great stuff of modern life, from aspirin, to football to radar + 
fun òachievementó games to play with each one: A must-have for older TAB and other teen groups looking 
for fun activities or just to play on your own.  
 

6 Mystery Science Theater 3000: http://www.mst3k.com/ and http://www.mst3kinfo.com/mstfaq/basics.html  

HOW TO DO STUFF THEY DON'T (WONôT!) TEACH YOU AT SCHOOL  


