Brief overview of the current state of RFID, and use in Libraries
Polaris User Group Conference, October 2007

Margaret Hazel, Eugene Public Library

Margaret.E.Hazel@ci.eugene.or.us 

General RFID industry status:

· Moving from a gee-whiz cool new technology to more settled use of it as a tool for a variety of purposes, including inventory control, identification verification, toll road payment verification, pharmaceutical safety, seals on imported goods, and sensors for tracking temperature, humidity, shock, and light.
Library-specific trends & developments:

· Moving towards tag protocol and content standards, as recommended in the soon-to-be released NISO document.  Our own Louise Schaper at Fayetteville is a member of the developing team.  An international data model recommendation is also underway.
· Moving away from vendors recommending as a primary solution for security purposes.

· Vendors continue to explore ways to alternately secure media, while allowing RFID self-check; magnetic lockboxes around the case, cases with RFID-unlocking tabs, etc.
· Continuing use of barcodes, despite early predictions that RFID would spell the end of barcode usage.

· Continuing development of RFID products by integrated library systems, such as Polaris’ ExpressCheck.

· Exploration of supply chain tagging, and use of one tag through the life of the item.

Some Library RFID Vendors:

3M   http://solutions.3m.com/wps/portal/3M/en_US/library/home/products/rfid_system/ Bibliotheca  http://www.bibliotheca-rfid.com/ 
Checkpoint  http://www.checkpt.com/default.aspx?page=library 
Integrated Technology Group  http://www.integratedtek.com/content/rfid.asp 
Libramation  http://www.libramation.com/home.html 
Tech Logic http://www.tech-logic.com/ 
VTLS  http://www.vtls.com/Products/fastrac.shtml 
Polaris Libraries using RFID:
Eugene Public, OR –Tech Logic, self-check & sorting system

Clinton Macomb Public, MI – Tech Logic, self-check & sorting system

Fayetteville Public, AR – Bibliotheca & Polaris, self-check, Tech Logic sorting system
Maricopa County, AZ – 3M, self-check & inventory

Printed resources:

ALA’s 2006 RFID in Libraries: Privacy and Confidentiality Guidelines http://www.ala.org/Template.cfm?Section=otherpolicies&Template=/ContentManagement/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=130851 
ALA’s 2005 Resolution on Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) Technology and Privacy Principles http://www.ala.org/ala/oif/statementspols/ifresolutions/rfidresolution.htm 
(In progress) NISO document on a working standard data model for RFID in Libraries : http://www.niso.org/committees/RFID/RFID_comm.html 
(In progress) ISO /NP 28560 Information and documentation – Data model for use of radio frequency identifier (RFID) in libraries http://www.bs.dk/standards/rfid/ 
Some Online Resources to monitor or participate in:

RFID World – general interest coverage of RFID developments in various industries.

RFID_LIB email list –  http://witloof.sjsu.edu/ecommunication/electroniclists.htm
About 600 subscribers around the world; libraries of all stripes, vendors, students, and simply interested folks, including privacy advocates.  A good resource for asking questions and discussing ideas.

RFID in Libraries blog – http://www.libraryrfid.org/wordpress/ 
Not currently very active, but good archives thanks to Laura Smart

ALA site - http://www.ala.org/ala/oif/ifissues/rfid.htm 
Note that it’s classified under Intellectual Freedom issues, and hasn’t been updated in a year or so.  It refers you to LITA, which doesn’t have much posted.
